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Great Lakes Commercial Fishing Nets
Anglers and boaters on the Great Lakes may encounter commercial trap nets, gill nets and hook
lines in most Michigan waters. State-licensed commercial fishing has been regulated since 1865;
Native American commercial fishing rights are regulated by agreements between the tribes and the
state of Michigan under Federal Court Order. All state-licensed or Native American commercial gear
is required to be marked with floats and or staff/flag combinations. Anglers and boaters should give
wide berth to any markers, since anchor lines may extend several hundred feet in any direction from
the floats or flags and along the length of the gear. The diagrams below can assist sport anglers and
boaters in avoiding entanglement of fishing gear or boat propellers.

Tampering with commercial fishing gear is illegal. Removal or destruction of marker buoys and flags
or other disturbance of gear often results in the waste of a valuable resource, since the nets continue
to catch fish. They also can create safety problems for others on the water.

Markings for Trap Net
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Usually set in gangs 1-5 miles long, perpendicular to shore.




